
 
 

Dear Friends,  

One of the many weaknesses of this time of social contact restrictions is that 

information which, ideally, is more suited in face to face contexts is not 

possible. Hence, I am, disappointedly, having to share this information with 

you in writing. 

Last week, I informed the Bishop of Blackburn of my intention to retire from 

office at the end of August this year. I now wish to share the news of this 

decision with you all in the Parish of Lund. 

In October, Anne and I will be moving to our retirement home in St Albans, 

very near, to where our daughter, Jenny, lives. Although this is an exciting 

prospect for us both, it will, nevertheless, be a sad parting for us.  

Over the past six years, we have developed a deep affection for the Parish 

and, its folk. As you are aware, our time here has required us to face the 

painful loss of the death of our, beloved, son, Richard. The care and support 

we received from so many of you, both at the time of Richards death and 

since, has left us humbled and, deeply, thankful for the love and support we 

have received.  

Despite the challenges of my time as vicar, I have enjoyed my ministry here 

and, feel privileged to have served as vicar of this special parish.  I, truly, feel 

that God has blessed our time together these past six years and that His 

blessing has shown much new growth in relationships and service to the 

Gospel.  

Although I will legally remain vicar until 31st August 2020, in practise, due to 

holidays owing I will cease day to day ministry on Sunday 16th August. We plan 

to move out of the vicarage in mid-October, Coronavirus restrictions 

permitting! 

Sadly, it looks unlikely that we will have the opportunity to all meet together in 

church for a final Eucharist. I do hope, in some way, to be able to say goodbye 

to you all before we leave.  

With love, 

Yours sincerely, 

Fr. John & Anne  

Date: 02 June 2020 



 


