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Sit for the opening words 
 
  Let in the child!  
  Let in the powerless, 
  let the stranger come 
  homeless himself. 
  He comes to lead us home 
  when life is darkest, 
  he will bring us light. 
  Let in the Child of Bethlehem tonight! 
 
 
 



STAND for the opening Carol 
 
 

O come all ye faithful. 
joyful and triumphant, 

   O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 
  come and behold him 
  born the king of angels 
   O come, let us adore him, 
   O come, let us adore him, 
   O come, let us adore him, 

Christ the Lord! 
   
  God of God, 
  Light of Light, 
  lo, he abhors not the virgin’s womb; 
  very God, 
  begotten not created: 
   O come……………… 
 
Sing, choirs of angels, 
sing in exultation, 
sing all ye citizens of heaven above: 
glory to God 
in the highest: 
 O come……………… 
 
SIT for the welcome and opening prayer 
 
Minister: God of love, 
  open our hearts and minds this Christmas 
  to the good news of Jesus’ birth. 
  May those whose lives are insecure, 
  or empty, or aimless, find in Him all they 
  need today, and much more besides. 
  For His name’s sake, 
 
ALL  AMEN 
 
SIT for the reading, “The people who walk in darkness” 
 
STAND for the carol, “Ding Dong Merrily on High”    
 
  Ding dong! merrily on high 
  in heav’n the bells are ringing. 



  Ding dong! verily the sky 
  is riv’n with angels singing. 
   Gloria…..hosanna in excelsis! 
 
   

E’en so here below, below, 
  let steeple bells be swungen. 
  and io, io, io, 
  by priest and people sungen 
   Gloria….hosanna in excelsis! 

 
Pray you, dutifully prime 

  your matin chime ye ringers; 
  may you beautifully time 
  your evetime song, ye singers, 

   Gloria…..hosanna in excelsis! 
 
SIT for the reading, “The angels message” 
 
SIT for the meditation 

When I come in the guise 
  of the needy and helpless, 
  the cold and the hungry, 
  the stranger, the lonely, 
  will you look away? 

What will you do?  
  What will you say? 
 
  When I come close to home 
  in the need of your neighbour, 
  at times inconvenient, 
  in places and faces 
  that mask and conceal Me, 

What will you do? 
  What will you say?  
 
   

When I come in glory 
  to gather creation, 
  enfold it in love driving evil away, 
  to make all things new 
  in a glorious mystery, 
  will you welcome my coming? 

What will you do? 
  What will you say? 



 
  When face to face 
  at the end of the journey 
  we look at each other 
  will you look away? 
 
  What will I do? 
  What will I say? 
 
 
STAND for the carol “Silent Night” 
 
1. Silent night, holy night, 
all is calm, all is bright, 
Round yon virgin, Mother and child, 
Holy infant so tender and mild, 
sleep in heavenly peace,                                                                    sleep in heavenly peace 
  
 
2. Silent night, holy night 
Sleep in heavenly peace.                                                    Shepherds quake at the sight 
Glories stream from heaven afar 
Heavenly hosts sing Alleluia. 
Christ the saviour is born!                                                          Christ the saviour is born! 
 
3. Silent night, holy night   
Son of God, love’s pure light.   
Radiant beams from thy holy face, 
With the dawn of redeeming grace. 
Jesus, Lord at thy birth,                                                                        Jesus, Lord at thy birth. 
 
  
SIT for the reading “Jesus is born” 
 
CHOIR: “Away in a manger”                            traditional arranged Reginald Jacques 
 
SIT for the reading, “The angels visit the shepherds” 
 
SIT for the meditation 
 
 I thought I saw some shepherds yesterday. 
 They were just going about their business, 
 or hanging around, as people do, 
 passing the time, waiting for something to happen, 
 something to break the dullness of the days. 



 When something did, it was a bit of a shock, 
 but they went along anyway. 
 I thought I saw some shepherds yesterday. 
 
STAND for the carol, “The First Nowell”                       
 
 The first Nowell, the angel did say, 
 was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay, 
 In fields where they lay a-keeping their sheep, 
 on a cold winter’s night that was so deep. 
  Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, 
  Born is the king of Israel! 
 
2. They looked up and saw a star 
 shining in the east beyond them far, 
 and to the earth it gave great light, 
 and so it continued both day and night. 
  Nowell……… 
 
3. This star drew nigh to the northwest 
 O’er Bethlehem it took it’s rest 
 And there it did both stop and stay 
 Right over the place where Jesus lay 
  Nowell……… 
 
3. Then let us sing with one accord 
 sing praises to our heavenly Lord, 
 that made both heaven and earth of nought, 
 and with his blood mankind hath bought 
  Nowell………. 
 
 
 
 
SIT for the meditation 
   
     I thought I saw some angels yesterday. 
  You wouldn’t pay them much attention, 
  unless you were looking in a certain way. 

  Usually they have a way of turning up 
  just when they’re most required –  
  lending a hand, encouraging you on, 
  surprising you and bringing messages 
   that set you off in quite a new direction. 

  But yesterday they were all excited, 



  “ Come on, we’ve got good news for you, 
  come and see”. 
  I thought I saw some angels yesterday. 
 
SIT for the prayers 
 
At the end of each short prayer……. 
 
Minister: Jesus Saviour…. 
ALL:  Hear our prayer 
 

Christ, born in a stable, 
give courage to all who are homeless: 
Jesus, Saviour, 

ALL  hear our prayer. 
 

Christ, for whom the angels sang, 
give the song of the kingdom to all who weep: Jesus, Saviour, 

ALL  hear our prayer. 
Christ, worshipped by the shepherds, 
give peace on earth to all who are oppressed: Jesus, Saviour, 

ALL  hear our prayer. 
 

Christ, before whom the wise men knelt, 
give humility and wisdom to all who govern: 
Jesus, Saviour, 

ALL  hear our prayer. 
 

Christ, whose radiance filled a lowly manger, 
give the glory of your resurrection to all who rest in you: 
Jesus, Saviour, 

ALL  hear our prayer. 
 
Minister: Lord Jesus Christ, 

Son of the Father, full of the Spirit, 
hear our prayer, receive our praises, 
fill our lives.   

All  AMEN 
 
 
Minister: Lord, by the song of the angels you made 

your birth known to the shepherds, to your own people, and by the leading 
of a star to strangers. Teach us to know you now, and to make you known to 
all people. 



ALL:  AMEN 
ALL:  Our Father, who art in heaven, 
  hallowed be thy name, 
  thy kingdom come, 
  thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day our daily bread, 
  and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those who trespass against  
  and lead us not into temptation 
  but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the Kingdom,  
the power and the Glory, for ever and ever  
AMEN 
 

 CHOIR ITEM: ”Rise up Shepherds and foller”     American slave origin arranged 
BJM 
 
SIT for the meditation 
 
 I thought I saw Jesus yesterday 
 He was born at an inconvenient time, 
 to parents who had to leave their home. 
 Maybe they were refugees – who knows? 
 Anyway, their future was uncertain. 
 But he was lovely, tiny, new-born, 
 and his parents marvelled as parents do, 
 and everyone who looked at him was somehow changed, 
 as if the saw life in a different way, 
 through his new-born, full-of-wonder eyes. 
 
 
SIT for the reading “The Word made flesh” 
 
COLLECT for Christmas Eve 
 
Minister: Almighty God, 

as we prepare with joy                                    to celebrate the gift of the Christ-
child, 
embrace the earth with your glory 
and be for us a living hope 
in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 
THE BLESSING 



 
Minister: May you be filled with the wonder of Mary, the obedience of Joseph,                             

the joy of the angels,                                      the eagerness of the shepherds,                  
the determination of the magi,                    and the peace of the Christ child.                
And may Almighty bless you,                 Father Son and Holy  

 
 AMEN 

 
 
  
 
 
STAND for the carol, “Hark the Herald Angels Sing” 
 
1 Hark! the herald angels sing, 
"Glory to the newborn King: 
peace on earth, and mercy mild, 
God and sinners reconciled!" 
Joyful, all ye nations, rise, 
join the triumph of the skies; 
with th'angelic hosts proclaim, 
"Christ is born in Bethlehem!" 
[Refrain] Hark! the herald angels sing, 
"Glory to the newborn King" 
 
2 Christ, by highest heaven adored, 
Christ, the everlasting Lord, 
late in time behold him come, 
offspring of the Virgin's womb: 
veiled in flesh the Godhead see; 
hail th'incarnate Deity, 
pleased with us in flesh to dwell, 
Jesus, our Immanuel. [Refrain] 
 
3 Hail the heaven-born Prince of Peace! 
Hail the Sun of Righteousness! 
Light and life to all he brings, 
risen with healing in his wings. 
Mild he lays his glory by, 
born that we no more may die, 
born to raise us from the earth, 
born to give us second birth. [Refrain]  


